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In Novem-
ber 2022, SAAD colla-

borated with MOWDAFA (Mi-
nistry of women Development

and Family Affairs) for the disse-

mination of FGM Messages using

local media outlets in Garowe district.

SAAD utilized the key FGM messages has
already been developed by MOWDAFA and

kept in their repositories.

The target audiences were IDPs and Host com-
munities particularly parents, and those who per-

form these harmful traditional practices.

Joint messages in local media

The messages were presented by progressive reli-
gious leader(s) and health practitioners. The religi-
ous leader, Sheik Abdulkadir stressed on delinking
FGM from sharia and how it discourages practi-
cing such harmful acts which expose girls in to

risk.

“FGM is a long-standing harmful traditional
Dractice in the country, which has been wrongly
linked to the Lslamic religion, but has nothing
to do with it. FGM is not an Islamic requi-
rement, but it is a harmful cultural custom

that has been wrongly promoted.”

Sheie Abdulkadir Dirie

1oin forces

Similarly, the health
practitioner Dr Habibo focused on the ad-

verse health consequences unleashed by the FGM
on the girls. The messages also captured the 1m-
portance of the FGM bill to be enacted such that

the perpetrators are held accountable.

“EGM as a health problem that persists from
childhood to old age, and results series adver-
se consequences ranging from bleeding, severe
Dpatn, and urinary tract infections to long-term
obstetric and gynecological complications. It is

better to abstain from FGM
than to deal with its negative

health consequences.”

Dr Habiba, Gynecologist, Garowe

SAADS believes that women who have greater
exposure to FGM prevention messages are more

likely to not to cut their girls.
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Feedback
from a listener

Ali Mohamed from Garowe, 38 years
and father of four children, has changed his mind
set and perception when he listened FGM messa-

ges transmitted by SAAD via the media outlet.

Ali told us:

“Initially, I perceived FGM as a mandatory
excercise to be undergone by the girls, but later
when 1 listened FGIM messages from Radio,
now 1 have realized that it has nothing to do
with the sharia as it has no legal basis in the
Islamic jurisprudence. 1 have also recognized
the adverse effects driven by FGM including
health and psychological consequences. I have
decided to conduct awareness raising within

my family to deter the FGM

Dractice.”
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